MURRUMBA EDUCATION SEMINAR & INTRO RIDE – SATURDAY 13TH FEB 10
With a new ride base and new members to our little club it was great to see a large roll up for both the seminar and intro ride and everything go smoothly.

This was our first seminar since last March, and our club had taken the Winkles up on the offer of utilizing their lovely property on the banks of the Stanley River in downtown Stanmore (near Woodford) for the event.

Right up until the night before, our hard working Ride Secretary, Cath Herve, was still handling phone calls from interested patrons.  Earlier in the week the lower areas of the property and the road in had been covered with floodwater backed up from the mighty Stanley River.  Eventually it had all meandered its way into Lake Somerset by Wednesday.  The heavy rains of the previous Sunday left some of the tracks in the lower areas of Blackrock Forest very wet.  In areas it was quite muddy giving the horses the chance to balk at getting their hooves wet.  On Wednesday, our club President, Greg Garred and Treasurer, Karen Hamelink was able to mark out a suitable 20 km loop which included some of the tracks used for our annual Murrumba Magic ride.

At 8.30 am floats were still rolling in and we set about setting up the Shahzada 2006 DVD for the early birds to watch whilst we waited for the stragglers to arrive.  The seminar commenced at 9.15 am with about 50 faces in the crowd, very heartening.  First off we covered “Selecting a Horse, then Starting Out in Endurance, What to Expect at a ride”.  Greg Garred took over the reins and spoke about “Following a Track” and “The Importance of Attending Pre-Ride Talks”.
Around 11 am we were joined by Dr John Glazebrook who utilised the popular Endurance Vet Training DVD, then answered questions on feeding and the importance of electrolytes for endurance horses.  John had gone to some length to prepare a presentation on his projector about the transition of horses into endurance which was very well received.
The Woodford Scouts arrived to prepare a steak sandwich lunch and patrons enjoyed the shade of the Moreton Council marquee whilst Gavin Bartlett presented a very educational section on horse handling.

Our local volunteer fire brigade, Stanmore Rural, was headed by ex-endurance rider now Fire Brigade Captain, David Horton and he was assisted by Steve Barlow and a couple of their trained volunteers.  They had earlier trucked in lovely cool drinking and strapping water for the horses to base.  Later on they set up a communications check point half way around our intro track.
Chief Steward, Steve Swan very kindly travelled down from Widgee and put the prospective TPR stewards through their theory and practical tests.  Partly because we were running late, but also for safety, we decided it would be better for the intro ride participants to leave in groups of 6 to 8 accompanied by one or two of our experienced endurance club members.  Small groups of riders commenced leaving about 2.40 pm with the final group departing the ride base at 3.15 pm.
It was a very hot and humid afternoon and certainly no cooler in the Blackrock forest.  The mosquitoes were very active but the majority of riders managed the track easily and brought the horses back into base, cooling them down with strapping hints from a few other Murrumba Club members who walked around the camps assisting where they could.  Of the 41 horses which left on the intro ride, two were withdrawn due to a rider fall, 3 vetted out on pulse (only 58 bpm) and 1 was lame.

Our diligent secretaries, Cathy and Cath, quickly recorded all the ride data into the QERA laptop and completed the successful rider’s certificates to enable riders to collect these and their ride cards before leaving for home.  Following that we had about 4 or 5 camps staying the night and we put the BBQ on for dinner with the volunteers, fire brigade members, club members and new endurance riders all joining in socially.
A big thank you to all those who participated and worked on the day…and the day following with demarking the track, marquee and toilet returning etc.
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